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domain of limitless frontiers from which rises in beauty
a mysterious force.

There also lies for us the source of religious emotions.

Their foundation is the same, but their names vary.

Nevertheless we endeavour to raise an impassable
barrier between the believers and the atheists by
opposing their doctrines relative to survival.

Undoubtedly there is nothing more delightful to
the human consciousness than the idea of survival.
Under its rudimentary forms, it appears with the first
rays of the awakening of our intellect. But an insur-
mountable abyss also separates, in this domain, the
ancient notion of immortality from that of our own
times.

The simple-minded men of ancient days were em-
pirical. Therefore they believed in the reality of
symbols, in the actual life of images and of names.

The doll that rudely represents the human features
has its own life. In this quality, it can be sacrificed
to the gods. The names that people bore also had a
real existence. When they disappeared from the
memory of men those whom they were supposed to
incarnate vanished in their turn.

The great reformer of Egypt, Amen-Hotep IV,
wishing to destroy the divinities of his country, de-
stroyed first of all their statues and the names in-
scribed upon these. The iconoclasts, who amaze us
to such a degree, were only logical people. They
acted in conformity with the ideas of their times. On
that very account the future life was limited to the
duration of the images or of the memory left among
the living. Thus the negroes believed in the life